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Question 1: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Kathy Williams

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)
 
It is good to see on page 1 of the financial monitoring report 2017/18 
(page 47 of the agenda) that the 2016/17 unallocated Adult Social Care 
Levy of £2.5million will now be permanently allocated to Learning 
Disabilities. 

Please can the Cabinet Member tell me whether the decision to allocate 
the unallocated Adult Social Care Levy to Learning Disabilities is due to 
years of underfunding in this particular area?

 
It is not. We’ve consistently invested in supporting people with 
learning disabilities – and this extra investment continues our 
commitment to do so.

Question 2: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)

I’m pleased that the one off Adult Social Care Support Grant of £1.541 
million is being allocated to support Older People/Physical Disabilities 
and Mental Health pressures in the current year. 

Does the Cabinet Member believe this is enough to support such an 
over-stretched budget?  

I welcome Cllr Hodgkinson’s support for our approach.  This is a 
demand-led budget, and as such there is always an element of 
prediction, but the report shows that the adult care budget overall is 
pretty much where we would expect it. 

Question 3: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)

Please can the Cabinet Member tell me what measures are being put in 
place to adequately address such pressures (Question 2) in subsequent 
years? 

The measures are as already agreed by the Council.  That is, the 
funding in 2017/18 is to enable agreed changes in areas such as 
domiciliary care and the roll  out of electronic call monitoring, to be 
implemented in a structured manner with due regard to current market 
conditions and aligned to partner activity.
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Question 4: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)

Please can the Cabinet member tell me which budget is used to pay 
consultants? 

We don’t have a specific budget for consultants.  

Question 5: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou 

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)

How much of the particular budget mentioned in Question 4 above has 
been spent on consultants in this financial year?

There isn’t a specific budget – but, the total amount spent on 
consultants during the period April to October 2017 was £878k.  
Consultants will include everything from specialist engineers to the 
experts we’ve brought in to help us improve children’s social care.

Question 6: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Tim Harman 

Agenda Item 8: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18 (Pages 47 to 68)

It is concerning to see on page 7 of the Financial Monitoring Report 
(page 53 of the agenda) that the in-year forecast for Public Health is over 
half a million underspend (£538,000). Please can the Cabinet Member 
tell me whether vigorous savings are being made now in preparation for 
the looming £1.284m proposed reductions to this particular budget over 
the next two financial years?  

The underspend relates to the performance of services offered to the 
public and where demand in some areas has been less than 
anticipated. The County Council and their commissioned providers 
actively promote these services but they are demand led, and if there 
is less demand, there is less cost. 
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Question 7: Cllr Eva Ward Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda item 7 – Domiciliary Care – Urban Dynamic Purchasing 
System (DPS) Pages 41-46) 

In the last six months what proportion of Cheltenham and Gloucester 
work has been provided by the lead contractors?

46% of packages in Gloucester and 33% in Cheltenham.

Question 8: Cllr Eva Ward Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda item 7 – Domiciliary Care – Urban Dynamic Purchasing 
System (DPS) Pages 41-46) 

In the last six months what proportion of Cheltenham and Gloucester 
work has been provided under sub-contracting arrangements to the lead 
contractors?

There has been no subcontracting in Cheltenham.  In Gloucester, sub-
contracting only began in September, since when 69 packages have 
been subcontracted.

Question 9: Cllr Eva Ward Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda item 7 – Domiciliary Care – Urban Dynamic Purchasing 
System (DPS) Pages 41-46) 

How will rates be determined under the proposed Urban Dynamic 
Purchasing Scheme?

The prices will be capped in line with the agreed rates for the urban 
providers (allowed for in their rural framework price submission).  
Those on the DPS will be able to apply up to their usual maximum 
price as long as the final price does not exceed the rate given to the 
lead provider.
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Question 10: Cllr Eva Ward Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda item 7 – Domiciliary Care – Urban Dynamic Purchasing 
System (DPS) Pages 41-46) 

What savings are anticipated by implementing this change?

This isn’t really focused on delivering savings, but on ensuring that the 
delivery of care is secure and reliable.   We certainly wouldn’t object to 
making savings whilst doing so, but as yet have no indication as to 
what they might be.

Question 11: Cllr Eva Ward Respondent: Cllr Roger Wilson 

Agenda item 7 – Domiciliary Care – Urban Dynamic Purchasing 
System (DPS) Pages 41-46) 

Given the failure of a large provider earlier in the year and the reported 
difficulties of another provider in recent weeks how will this proposed 
change increase market stability?

The proposed change will formalise current spot purchasing 
arrangements currently made with providers from the rural framework.

By formalising via the DPS structure for working within urban areas we 
hope to reassure the wider market that any business they will pick up 
in urban areas will remain with them, regardless of the capacity of the 
Lead providers.
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